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Join us in person or by Zoom!
Find the Zoom links at:

www.bethel.edu/
events/calendar/

THU. APRIL 15 at 11:15 AM

WORST. YEAR. EVER?
What will be the shorthand for 2020-21 from the perspective of five years
from now? It would surprise nobody if that tagline turned out to be “GLOBAL
PANDEMIC.” Yet I’m unconvinced that that’s going to be the only memorable
thing.
For BUL and for Bethel as a whole, there will be other, more agreeable
“headlines” worth remembering:
• The announcement and introduction of
a new president, Ross Allen, who’s brought
some fresh perspectives to who Bethel is,
and of the university’s potential.
• The recruitment and appointment of a new Provost,
Robin Rylaarsdam , who started her work at Bethel
in February, and is already proving to be a valued
collaborator with the library. We’ve had good initial
discussions about the library’s services and aspirations,
and Robin has been very supportive already.

Word Song: A Celebration of
Poetry and Music
Featuring:
Prof. Angela Shannon (English)
and Dr. Herb Johnson (Music)

THU. APRIL 22 at 11:15 AM
Dead Birds: Where to Find
Them and Why You Should
Featuring
Lex Thompson (Art)
2020 Faculty Excellence Award
for Scholarship Winner

• The realignment of Bethel’s History Center and
Archives more closely with the library: we’re expecting
to post a new Archives Research Liaison position
within the next few days, and can see the potential for
new collaboration and synergy in the days ahead.
• The library’s subscription (after years of discussion)
to Digital Commons – a hosting service used by more
than 500 libraries and research centers to showcase
their scholarly output and special collections.
We’re grateful for these new opportunities
amid challenging times, and excited to see
their potential unfold in days to come.
Questions welcome!
David Stewart
Director of Libraries
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THU. APRIL 29 at 11:15 AM
Our Bethel Green Roof:
History, Current Status,
& Research Activities
Featuring:
Dr. Teresa DeGolier and
Dr. Amy Dykstra
(Biological Sciences)

SILENT BOOKS
A genre that I have been exploring
this year is wordless, or silent, picture
books. Similar to graphic novels, but
without any text, these books tell their
stories through their illustrations alone.
Because they don’t include any words,
they allow any reader, regardless of
age, reading ability, or language, to
help create the story using the pictures
as a guide.
Two wordless picture books that I
read recently are The Arrival by Shaun
Tan and The Wanderer by Peter Van
den Ende.
The Arrival tells the story of a man
leaving his family to immigrate to
a new country. The reader embarks
on this journey with the man, and in
the new country, Shaun Tan creates
a familiar, yet fantastical world with
unintelligible signs and systems, unusual skylines, and strange creatures.
The stunning sepia illustrations drew
me into the feelings of disorientation,
loneliness, and wonder with the man
as he learns to navigate and build a life
in this new place.

The Wanderer also allows the reader
to join an adventure into unknown
lands. This book follows the journey of
a small paper boat across a sea where it
meets all sorts of creatures and weathers storms and attacks. I loved the way
Van den Ende plays with the reader’s
perceptions of the illustrations. He
moves the action above and below
the water, but because everything
is drawn in black and white,
readers have to use the waterline
to orient themselves. The creatures
the boat encounters are an interesting, and sometimes creepy, mix of
recognizable animals with mythical or futuristic elements. I found
myself rooting for the little boat
to succeed in his mission, even
though I wasn’t sure what that
mission was.
No matter what kind of reader
you are, I think you’ll appreciate
the opportunity to enter the worlds
of The Arrival and The Wanderer.
Kimberly Werner

DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOU DONATE $25 OR MORE TO THE FRIENDS YOU CAN REQUEST LIBRARY PRIVILEGES TO CHECK OUT
BOOKS FROM THE BUL? YOU COULD CHECK OUT ONE OF THESE FEATURED BOOKS FROM THE FRIENDS TO ENJOY!

SPRING 2021
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LOOKING BACK MOVING F
A momentous change is coming to
our library landscape! As of July 2021,
Bethel will be joining a new network of
libraries.
After 50 years of service to private
college libraries in the metro area, our
current consortium, Cooperating Libraries in Consortium (a.k.a. CLIC), will
be dissolving, with member libraries
migrating to a much larger consortium,
MnPALS.
Ruth McGuire, CLIC Board Presi-
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dent and Director of Library Services,
University of Northwestern-St. Paul,
explained the rationale for the change
in this way:
“Considering the changes in higher
education that have and will take
place, CLIC member libraries have
decided that now is the right time to
join a larger network of libraries: the
MnPALS Consortium. A move to the
MnPALS Consortium, which shares
similar goals, provides an opportunity

for continued excellent, collaborative,
and cost-efficient service. Together, we
benefit our communities by sharing
collections, resources, and technology.”
Founded in 1969, CLIC has worked
throughout its history to enhance
the strengths of its member libraries
through a shared catalog and collections, an inter-campus courier, and
cooperative approaches to provision of
services and professional development.
Over the years an effective balance

Infographic vector created by macrovector - www.freepik.com

FORWARD
of independence and interdependence has been a catalyst for technical
exploration and innovation, excellent
service to students and faculty, and the
enrichment of well-trained and highly
collaborative staff.
Like CLIC, MnPALS is dedicated
to sharing resources, costs, expertise,
services, etc. Through this migration
we expect to benefit from economies of
scale, as well as from a new alignment
with a much bigger group of libraries

(from 6 CLIC member libraries to about
70 in MnPALS, from about 25,000 users
in CLIC to over 300,000 in MnPALS,
from about 2.5 million total items in
CLIC libraries to over 10 million items
in MnPALS libraries, etc.). The membership spectrum of our new consortium
is much more varied than CLIC, with
libraries serving the fine arts, government and legislative agencies, the MN
Historical Society, Community and
Technical colleges, as well as larger

academic institutions, such as St Cloud
State University.
Between now and July we’ll be
working hard to ensure that the services our community relies upon (a
superior search interface, high-quality
resources in both print and electronic
formats, quick turnaround of interlibrary loan requests, etc.) are sustained,
and over time even expanded.

SPRING 2021
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ANNUAL REPORT
THANK YOU FOR RENEWING
YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

Current Members
Stanley & Jeannette Bakke*
Jay & Barbara Barnes*
Donna Barnett
Clarence Bass
Craig & Ann Clark
Carole & Kevin Cragg*
Ann & John Gannon
Chris & Katie Gehrz
Rhonda Gilbraith & Jeff Radford*
Eric & Florence Gossett
Debra & Mark Harless*
Rosalie Huston*
Andy Johnson*
Andrea Kanani
Krista Kaupps
Verena & Virgil Larson
David & Marlys Moberg*
Dennis & Pat Morrow*
Katherine Juul Nevins*
Richard & Donna Peterson*
Aaron & Tessa Rendahl
Dale & Joyce Rendahl*
Bob & Mary Reed
Sharon Rogers*
Angela Sabates*
David & Elizabeth Stewart
Bob & Alice Suderman*
Earleen & Scott Warner
Eric & Joann Ludeman Yost*
*Lifetime Member
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In the spring and
summer of 2020, the
Friends of the BU Library
Board took a “grand
pause” to apply their
energies to other concerns of pandemic life.
Covid restrictions
put the brakes on the
Friend’s Primetime program requiring cancellation of most of the spring
2020 season. A few brave
souls held hybrid sessions in the fall and there
are an additional three
presentations scheduled
during the month of April

(see page 2 for details.)
The Friends have purchased an audio recorder
to help with the quality
of the video recordings
for the Digital Library
and the Board has approved the purchase of
a new podium as well.
The Board resumed
meeting in the fall (by
Zoom, of course) and
are taking stock of
where they left off and
what they might be able
to do in the 2021-2022
academic year. They are
hoping to participate in

Bethel’s 150th anniversary in Fall 2021 with
a special presentation
and will continue to
award the Connie Larson
Scholarship and Library
Research Prizes for First
Year Students as well.
Despite Covid, many
of you faithfully renewed
your memberships which
let the Board know that
you value the work of
the Friends and the
library and for that they
are incredibly grateful!

2021 Financial Report as of 4/8/2021

		
Income

2020 Balance Forward
FY21 Gifts Received		

$22,476.23
6,605.00

			
Expenses		
Library Research Prize
Primetime Equip
Supplies		
MALF Membership		
BUL Books To Date		
BUL Media To Date		

- 600.00
- 279.96
- 60.98
- 25.00
- 963.63
- 59.60

Available Balance		

Total Expenses		

		

Balance to Date

$29,081.23

-$1,989.17
$27,092.06

CONGRATULATIONS!
Lia Tillman (‘21), Lead
Public Services Assistant
in the BU Library was
named Bethel Student
Worker of the Year for
2020-2021.
Her supervisor,
Lauren De Cleene,
recommended Lia for
the honor, praising her
communication and
problem-solving skills
and care and respect
for the community the
library serves.
Lia started working in
the library as a freshman, and by working
summers as well as the

school year, has developed a well-rounded
knowledge of library
vocabulary, systems,
procedures and service
philosophy.
She took the initiative to document procedural changes for her
co-workers, developed
an inventory workflow
for the collection, and
completed the inventory
of over 1/3 of our collection in the past summer.
As the only Lead
PSA this year, Lauren De Cleene says
“She is quick to see

the strengths in those
around her, making her
an encouraging leader.
She is also not afraid to
confront the nitty gritty
of the job - the tasks that
maybe aren’t so fun, or
the difficult customer
service situations. In
the end, she wants the
library to be a positive
environment for both patrons and staff and her
leadership in the library
reflects that.”
We’re proud to have
Lia as one of our own!
Congratulations!

FOOTNOTES
01.

02. / 03.

03.

05.

04.

Ann Gannon, Administrative Assistant, designed the logo for the MnPALS
annual conference.

01. BUILDING BRIDGES

02. GRADUATION!

03. WORK-VERSARIES

04. Taking Action

Scott Kaihoi, Reference and
Instruction Librarian has
been busy building bridges
with MnPALS! He helped
plan their 2021 virtual conference and is presenting
“Embedding Chat Across
Your Web Presence” April
5-9. He is also co-chairing
the new PALS reference and
instruction community of
interest.

Brooke Ballantine,
Serials & Electronic Resources Supervisor, will
graduate from the University of St. Catherine in May
with a Master of Library and
Information Science degree.

5 years:

Kent Gerber, Digital
Library Manager, is leading
the Take Action Group, a
weekly gathering (alternating between a Book discussion and an open discussion) of Bethel faculty and
staff who are seeking to be
anti-racist through eduction, supporting one another, and finding ways to act
in our spheres of influence
at Bethel.

Congratulations, Brooke!

Kimberly Werner
Metadata & Acquisitions
Librarian
Brooke Ballantine
Serials & Electronic
Resources Supervisor
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BETHEL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
3900 Bethel Drive
Saint Paul, MN 55112-6999
Address Service Requested

The Importance of Renewal
As we approach spring commencement, I am reminded of the integral
role the Bethel University Library has played for every student who walks
across that stage.
Continued membership in the Friends of the BU Library helps make
possible the library’s role of enhancing the university experience that
fosters the students’ learning and the faculty’s scholarship, which aids in
that learning. Thank you for renewing your commitment to our learning
community.			
				
— Angela Sabates, President of the Friends

Join or renew today!

CONTACT AND INFO

3900 Bethel Drive - Saint Paul, MN 55112-6999
Email bul-friends@bethel.edu
Website www.bethel.edu/library

www.bethel.edu/library/friends-university-library/

The Friends of the
Bethel University
Library enhance the
quality of the library
collections, facilities,
and services by
encouraging gifts,
awareness of library
resources, and
participation in
library programs.

Board Members
President: Angela Sabates
Vice President: Open
Treasurer: Ann Gannon
Acting Secretary: Rhonda Gilbraith (Open)
Carole Cragg
Verena Getahun
Rosalie Huston
Andrea Kanani
Lindsey Long
Scott Sochay
David Stewart (ex officio)		
Newsletter: Ann Gannon

